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LLiinnddaa  HHooyytt  
Reaching New Heights With 
Nonfiction Writing 

When students write in every subject 
area, every day, they automatically use 
content-specific academic language, 
solidify understanding of concepts, and 
stretch their control of language.  In this 
session, Linda will demonstrate how to 
build proficiency with a range of text 
types including persuasions, 
explanations, letters, lists, poems, and 
procedural texts —and link them to core 
curriculum.  

DDrr..  MMaarryy  HHoowwaarrdd  
Building a Strong Bridge: 
Connecting RTI and Rich Literacy 
Instruction 

A highly effective RTI literacy 
framework is designed with the key 
principles of best practice as the 
driving force. This begins with a 
strong general education program 
as the first line of defense with 
additional supports designed to 
support rather than supplant 
classroom instruction. Mary will 
identify the twelve bridge guidelines 
to ensure these critical literacy 
tenets. 

MMiicchhaaeell  SShhoouullddeerrss  
Using Picture Books as 
Springboards for Writing Activities 

High quality picture books offer 
excellent springboards for effective 
writing activities. In this session, 
participants will create their own mini-
book imitating key writing patterns of 
the mentor text: A Huge Hog is a Big 
Pig. After discussing T is for Titanic, 
Michael will share how to create a rap 
alphabet book and other student-
made projects. 

Author Linda Hoyt is a former classroom 
teacher, reading specialist, Title I teacher, 
and curriculum developer.  She has 
developed 21 professional books and 
numerous video programs to help support 
literacy teachers across the country.  

  

Dr. Mary Howard is the author of RTI 
from All Sides: What Every Teacher 
Needs to Know. A former special 
education, Title I, and Reading 
Recovery teacher, Mary is a successful 
conference speaker and works in 
schools as a reading coach.  

With more than 30 years of experience in 
education, popular children’s author 
Michael Shoulders visits schools and 
speaks at literacy conferences across the 
country. 

  

 


